HISTORY OF J. HENRY ALT'S FAMILY 


Jacob Henry Alt, son of Jacob Alt 2nd. and Mary Drew Alt, was 
born Apr, 19, 1813 in Harpers Ferry, Virginia, 


When he was four years old the family moved to Clark Co, Ohio, 
` Where they established a home, Here the five younger children were 
born and here also the father died, 


In the course of time, a carpenter by the name of George Wein 

came to the neighborhood to build a bridge, He and his men boarded with 
tre widow Alt. Wein had a daughter and 2 sons, Mrs, Alt and Mr, Wein 
decided to marry and some time later sold out and moved to Illinois, 
where they settled near Monmouth, 


Here Sept, 28, 1837 Henry Alt and Marey Wein were married, Their 
first child Maria, was born Sept. 10, 1838, Sarah Elizabeth or Sade 
was born Aug. 10, 190. The family had planned to make another move 
and some of them had crossed the Mississippi to spy out the land with 
the result that the fall of 19,0 found them established in a cabin 
about 8 miles northwest of what is now Iowa City, but had then only 
been laid out, 


With Henry, his wife and two children were two others (I think 
Joe and Ad) the younger one about 17 and weak from ague, The men 
returned to Illinois to settle up their affairs and to vote, leaving 
the boy with Mary,and the chik ren, who was only 20 and the country 
unsettled, Imagine the courage it took for such a situation, The 
cabin had no floor nor windows so mother(for so she was later) dug 
up the clay, threw water on it, and the boy Adam, who was later 
Dr, Alt and in the Civil War a Captain, rode a horse round and round 
to mix the mud, 


Mother commenced on the coldest side of the cabin to fill up the 
spaces between the logs which the cabin was built of for it had not 
been daubed, She got around to the south side before the weather came 
cold. Mother said there were boards enough to set the cradle on, 


After the business was finished and election over, Father, Jacob 
Henry, and Uncle Joe came and a window and floor were added to the 
cabin, As father didn't like the location of the cabin he decided 
to build on lower ground because it was more sheltered, so sometime 
within the next two years he built a hewn or hewed log house there- 
the first hewed log house in the neighborhoodethere I, Eliza Jane 
or Lide was born Jan. 20, 1843. 


There was one large room which fronted South with the doors in 
north and south, two windows, one in the south and one in the east and 
a large fireplace in the west. The floor was of Ash wood and how white 
it was when scrubbed up. There were brass-topped andirons for the fire- 
place and these wore shined up for Sundays. 


Two beds stood at the east side of the room one with the head to 
the north, the other to the south with room enough between them to 
draw out the trundle bed, There was a low room under the roof, high 
enough for beds in the center. They called it the loft. 


Grandfather Wein entered land about } mile south and Uncle Joe 
on the northeast. Grandmother Wein's was the stopping place for the 
children of both families when going to school. We were often cold or 
thirsty when we cot to grandma's-~the dear old people lived to a good 
old age, grandfather about 80 and grandmother about 78. 


Father learned to weave in his Ohio home and after a kitchen was 
built on he set up a loom and wove flannel and linsy ane cloth for the 
ments wear, He also made and repaired shoes for the family. 


The lights used were mostly lard lamps-candles when they had 
tallow, Fruit used was the wild fruits, crab-apple, plums, grapes and 
blackberries, There was a grove of hard maple trees across the Iowa 
river from which they sometimes made sugar. Sometimes they boiled down 
watermellon juice and thickened it with pumpkin, This took the place of 
apple butter. 


Mills were small and bread stuffs not plentiful. I have heard them 
tell of a mill that ground so slowly a dog could eat the meal as fast 
as it was ground, Mother said some people would put a meal on the table 
without bread but she ground buckwheat in the écffee mill and made cakes, 
when she could not do better, Hominy was on their bill of fare quite 
often in winter, Then there was wild game=prairle chicken, quail, an 
occasional wild turkey and deer, I used to love to hear the prairie 
chickens cooing in the early morning and the music of the bells on the 
breaking team that was turned out at night to graze. 


But time rolled on and as the poet said: "other children came 
around the little fireside, ani claimed a right to eat and drink, nor 
could such right well be denied." 


George was next younger than myself, born Nov. 13, 18),5-Amanda 
or Maude born Jan. 9, 187 --Maude died Dec, 3, 1938, 5 children, three 
living yet; Araminta next died when } days old, next Lewis William, born 
Dec, 15, 1851. He was followed by Milton Henry born Feb, 28, 1853, ` 
next Mary Emily or May born Feb, 26, 1855. 


Page Z 


In the fall of 185) a neighbor had typhoid fever, Mother visited 
her and helped take car of her with the result that she came down 
with the fever herself and the family took it from her, When sister 
May was born there were four of the children down with it. George was 
the only one who died, He was ten years old, 


Charles Dunton (Charley) was born Apr. h, 1857, Arthur Elliot was 
born June 8, 1859. i 


A new house was built about 1853 or 185h. It stood just in front 
of the old one--fronted southe=-had double porches at the south with a 
small room at each end of the upper porch, There were h rooms besides. 
The old house was used as a kitchen, Later this was torn away ard a 
bedroom built on. Here the family lived until they went out to do for 
themselves, 


After Charley bought the farm he built a modern house, 


Fathor died in 1898 at the age of 85 and mother in 1900 at the 
age of 80. She was a natural born nurse, going over the neighborhood 
to care for the sick, always ready to lend a hand, fearless and 
capable. Father said of her as a young woman, "she was a glorious 
creature". I have heard her tell of riding horseback over icy roads 
with a child in front of her and one in the back, The horse kept on 
the gallop for fear of: falling if it walkede«probably going to help 
a Sick neighbor, 


The first burying ground of the neighborhood is on this old farm, 
A high point runs out, a little creek comes down from the fields on 
either side, uniting at the foot of the bluff, There is no open road 
near it and it is entirely at one side of the settlement. Here lie the 
pioneers of that early day, A beautiful cemetery was laid out later 
more centrally located on high ground and with an open road passing it. 
It is well kept up and has already the third addition, 


Sarah or Sade was the first to marry. Some years earlier a 

company of Welshmen came from Pennsylvania with a saw=mill, They loc- 

ated not far from our home and wantod to board with us. Richard Jones, 
a youth of about 18 years was one of the company, When the mill was 
moved father hired him and he was with us three years or more before 
he and Sade were married, They lived in Iowa a few years and then 
decided to "go west and grow up with the country", which they did, 
going to Nebraska and having all te hardships of the Nebraska 
Pioneers, 


Maria married Lemuel Wilson, a neighbor's son and she died at 
the age of 2 leaving her husband and 5 children, 


Pants 


I, Lide, how past 85 years, had better school advantages than 
most of the childran, After I got so I could teach, and not mch 
education was recuired in those days, I taught spring terms and 
went to school fall md winter terms, i 


After the war, Andrew Statler came to the neighborhood and 
opened a wagon and carriage shop in North Liberty. He had been in 
the army, enlisting in the First Iowa for a short time and re= 
enlisting in the 13th Iowa Inft. and served until the close of the 
war-over four years, He was in Crockers Brigade serving as Drum 
Major. We were married Christmas Eve Dec, 2), 1867 and made our 
home in North Liberty. Here he died in May 17, 1899, Two daughters 
were born to us. May born Dec, 3, 1869 and Lucy, Sept. 10, 1871. 


May was married to Jesse Berry in 1888 and went to California 
where Jesse had employment on the railroad, She died a few hours 
after the birth of her son, Marion Statler Berry on June 20, 1889, 
She lies in Evergreen Cemetery on Boyle Heights, Los Angeles, 


I went to California and brought Marion home when he was 
5 months old and he grew to manhood in Iowa and marricd Alma Yount 
of Anamose, There are three children, John Henry born June 23, 1911, 
Lucile born March 21, 1913 and Edward, Nov. 22, 1916. 


A year ago, Marion moved to California and lives in Clendale, 
The two older children are in Herbert Hoover High School. Little Ed is 
also in school, Marion works at his trade-plumbing and steam fitting 
and seems contented, 


Lucy married James Babcock March 9, 1892, He was a farmer most 
of their married lifewas spent on a farm. They had no children so 
adopted a little boy. WHen he was ready for High School, partly to give 
him that advantage and partly because Jim's health failed they moved 
to Lisbon where they lived 9 years, then tiring of town life Jim 
bought a farm in Southern Cedar County and they are living there at 
this time, He has been in poor health for the last two years, 
Harold has employment in Chicago. He grew up a fine young man and is 
a credit to them. 


Lewis(or Lew) lived at home until he was married July 12, 1883, 
to Mary Stewart, daughter of Dr. Stewart of North Liberty, That fall 
they moved to Coffeyville, Kansas where they remained a little less 
than two years, While there a little son was born to them who lived 


but three months, . ; 
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After returning to Iowa, Lew engaged in different things for a 
few years but later bought a small farm south of Marion and went into 
the fruit business in which he has been quite successful and now at 
the age of 77 is doing more work than the average young man. Here 
his wife passed away in October 1922, She lies in the North Liberty 
Cemetery. 


Charley bought the home farm some time in 1889, He was married 
to Mrs, Ann Wray Babcock Dec. 18, 1809. A daughter, Mery Wray was 
born to them Sept. 25, 1891. She had her education mostly in the 
Catholic Sisters School in Iowa City, 


In the summer of 1901 Charley moved the old house away and built 
a modern house on practically the same site. 


Mary was married to Daniel Overholt Aug. 27, 1910. To them were 
born two daughters, Mery Kathlcen Dec, 20, 1911 and Grace Vienna, 
March 28, 1913. 


At present the family is living in Iowa City. Both giris are in 
High School, 


Arthur Elliot was born June 8, 1859, He was married to Clera 
Robinson of St.Louis and to them were born four children, Herolc, Jess 
an infant which died, and Ruth, They are now living at Ft, Collins, 
Colorado, 


Written May 16, 1928 
By Lida J, Alt Statler, 


